St. Paul’s Epistle - April 2026

John Chrysostom’s Easter Homily
Pastor Chrysostom lived from 347 to 407 A.D.
He was arguably one of the greatest preachers of all time.
(Chrysostom means “golden-mouthed” in Greek.)

Is there anyone who is a devout lover of God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright festival!
Is there anyone who is a grateful servant? Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of their Lord!

Are there any weary with fasting? Let them now receive their wages!

If any have toiled from the first hour, let them receive their due reward;

If any have come after the third hour, let him with gratitude join in the Feast!

And he that arrived after the sixth hour, let him not doubt; for he too shall sustain no loss.
And if any delayed until the ninth hour, let him not hesitate; but let him come too.

And he who arrived only at the eleventh hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his delay.

For the Lord is gracious and receives the last even as the first.

He gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, as well as to him that toiled from the first. To this
one He gives, and upon another He bestows. He accepts the works as He greets the endeavor. The
deed He honors and the intention He commends. Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord! First and last
alike receive your reward:; rich and poor, rejoice together! Sober and slothful, celebrate the day!

You that have kept the fast, and you that have not, rejoice today for the Table is richly laden!
Feastroyally on it, the calf is a fatted one. Let no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup of faith.
Enjoy all the riches of His goodness!

Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed.
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave.
Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Savior has set us free. He has destroyed it by enduring it.

He destroyed Hades when He descended into it. He putitinto an uproar even as it tasted of His flesh.
Isaiah foretold this when he said, “You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering Him below.”

Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. [t was in an uproar because it is mocked.

It was in an uproar, foritis destroyed. It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated.

Itis in an uproar, for it is now made captive. Hell took a body, and discovered God.

[t took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw and was overcome by what it did not see.
O death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory?

Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated! Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down!
Christis Risen, and the angels rejoice! Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead; for Christ having risen from the dead,

is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen! /( /)/6554‘?0/ ﬁ_di‘(e\’ ’ILZ) ’")/()LL,
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Worship Notes

We begin April during Holy Week having waved palm branches on Palm Sunday to welcome Jesus as he
entered Jerusalem. Our worship remains somber, the sanctuary is draped with violet and black as we recount
the events leading to Jesus’ death and burial. The Maundy (Holy) Thursday and Good Friday worship leads us
to Easter Sunday. With jubilation, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and the gift of salvation! We adorn the
church with white and gold and again sing Alleluia!!

Worship our Lord and Savior:

Thursday, April 2= at 7:00 p.m. on Maundy Thursday. The Sermon is titled, “Delivered” and is
based on Psalm 116.

Friday, April 3~ at 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday. The Sermon is based on Psalm 130 and titled, “Divine
Forgetfulness”.

Sunday, April 5= is Easter Sunday—the Resurrection of Our Lord! We celebrate “Christ Has Risen!” in the
Sermon with text from the Gospel reading, Matthew 28:1-10.

Sunday, April 12+ is the second Sunday of Easter. We are blessed with the message of John 20:19-31 as in the
Sermon we hear, “Peace Be with You”.

Sunday, April 19+ we hear from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 24, verses 13-35 in the Sermon titled, “I Told You
S0

Sunday, April 26» we learn of Jesus as our Good Shepherd. The Sermon is titled, “He Is!” with the text from
John 10:1-10.
The victory is won! We join in sharing: He is Risen...He is Risen indeed!...Alleluia!!

Karen Broach, Worship Committee
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Mission of the Month for April - Haiti

Haiti always seems to have its shares of troubles and difficulties—natural disasters, civil
unrest, you name it. They have taken their toll on the people.

We have been contributing to the efforts of The Lutheran Church in Haiti through the
Lutheran Mission Society based in Nebraska.

If you would like to give a gift, please use the offering envelope which states on it
“Designated Gift for April.” You may also give an earmarked gift to “Haiti.” Please make any
checks out to St. Paul. Thanks.




