
The Father’s Business – Luke 2:40-52

Today's Gospel tells us that Mary and Joseph were traveling with extended family when 
they were coming back from Passover in Jerusalem.  This story gives us the opportunity 
to remember that Jesus did not live in some sort of sacred vacuum.  He had friends and 
cousins just like any normal boy. 

It would not be unusual at all for the children in the group to get together and play 
games while they walked.  They might walk first with one family and then with another.  
Mary and Joseph just figured that Jesus was  somewhere in the crowd playing with His 
friends or cousins.  They would not notice that Jesus was missing until they set up camp 
at the end of the day.  Only then would they look for Him among the travelers and learn 
that He was not with them.

I can't imagine anyone under similar circumstances waiting for the next day to come.  
Instead, I imagine that Mary and Joseph immediately started back the way they had 
come in the hopes of finding Jesus somewhere on the trail.  Then they searched all over 
Jerusalem.  Finally, after three days, they found Jesus in the temple debating theology 
with the teachers.

Mary expressed those dual emotions that all parents have when they find their lost 
children: relief that the child is OK and frustration at the child for creating such a 
situation.  His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your 
father and I have been searching for you in great distress." 

Jesus' reply is a reply that challenges Mary, Joseph, and us to rethink our priorities.  He 
said to them, "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be among 
the things of my Father?" Jesus is basically saying, "If you really knew me and 
understood me, the temple would have been the first place you looked.  You would 
have found me as soon as you got into town."

If we think about it a little bit, Jesus must have had a voracious appetite for Scripture 
and theology.  The Gospel says, "After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard 
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers."  In the culture of that day, 
teachers sat and disciples stood.  The fact that Jesus was sitting among the teachers 
meant that they had accepted Him as a peer!  He was engaged in the discussion as one 
among equals!



Now we might be tempted to say something like, "Well of course Jesus was good at 
theology.  He's God.  He's the one who talked to Moses and the prophets in the first 
place.  It's not too difficult to know a book if you are the author."  That would be a 
perfectly valid thing to say if Jesus were to call on His divine nature.  However, that is 
not what He did.

Remember that Jesus was in a state of humility from His conception in the womb until 
His friends laid Him in the tomb.  This means that, during that time - womb to tomb - He 
did not use His divine powers for His own advantage.  This includes His schooling.  That 
means He learned His Scriptures and His theology that same way everyone else did.  He 
studied.  He kept the command that says, [Deuteronomy 6:6-9] "These words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates."  If you have a child whose mind is focused 
on Holy Scripture and then you set such a child loose in Jerusalem, He will find His way 
to the teachers of the Scriptures.  That is the first place you should look for Him.

Jesus' words not only convict Mary and Joseph, but they also convict us.  We too try to 
search for Jesus and can't find Him.  We find ourselves with Mary and Joseph in that we 
too are looking in the wrong places.  Jesus said, "I must be in my Father’s house."  
Nevertheless, we look among the things of this world.  We look to earthly security, 
wealth, power, popularity, and so forth.  We want a Jesus who peps us up - who makes 
us feel good.  We want a Jesus who tells us that we are OK.

Too often we fulfill Paul's prediction to Timothy: [2 Timothy 4:3-4] "The time is coming 
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths."  We wander around in false teachings 
and then wonder why we don't find Jesus.

Jesus said, "I must be in my Father’s House," in other words, doing the things of His 
Father.  What are the things of His Father?  The things of His Father are the things His 
Father sent Him here to do: Living a perfect life; Taking our sin onto Himself; Carrying 
that sin to the cross; Dying in our place.  These are the things of the Father.  It is among 
these things that we find Jesus. 



Unfortunately, the disgust of these things prevents us from looking there.  The cross is 
gruesome, messy, obscene.  It is bloody.  The cross proclaims the penalty for sin across 
the centuries.  It shows us the punishment we deserve for our sin.  It shows us the 
justice of God.  It is a place we cannot look, for it is a place that reminds us of our sin.  
We cannot look among the things of the Father on our own and so we will never find 
Jesus on our own.

The Holy Spirit must take us among the things of the Father.  He does this as we hear 
God's Word and He uses that Word to produce faith in us.  By God's Word He must 
show us the shame and the filth of our sin.  Then He must show us the cross.  As the 
Holy Spirit shows the cross to us, we see the place where we should hang and there is 
Jesus hanging for us.  We could not find Him, but the Holy Spirit has gathered us to Him.  
There - at the cross - the Holy Spirit has showed us Jesus among the things of His father.  
By taking us among the things of the Father, the Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts and 
makes us people of the Father.

Now that the Holy Spirit has gathered us to Jesus, we see that the things of the Father 
do not end at the cross.  Beyond the cross are more things of the Father.  Beyond the 
cross is an empty tomb.  After Jesus died on the cross, His friends laid Him in a tomb.  It 
was there that Jesus shrugged off the state of humiliation and entered the state of 
exaltation.  He left the tomb.  He proclaimed His victory to those below in hell and then 
He proclaimed His victory here on earth.  He rose from the dead and showed Himself 
alive to many witnesses.  Jesus' resurrection promises us that there is a resurrection 
among the things of the Father.  Jesus' resurrection promises the people of the Father 
that they will rise to enjoy the things of the Father that the Son has earned for us. 

In today's Gospel, we might be tempted to say that Jesus was lost.  In fact, Jesus was 
exactly where He was supposed to be.  It was really Mary and Joseph who were lost.  In 
a similar way, we are also lost - lost in our trespasses and sins.  It is God who finds us 
and places us among the things of the Father.  There the Holy Spirit works faith and 
makes us people of the Father.  Since Jesus said, "I must be in my Father’s house," that 
means we are with Jesus.  That is exactly where we are supposed to be.  Amen


