St. Paul’s Epistle - March 2026

Luther’s Last Days

A day on the church calendar that we don’t always emphasize is the day that our
namesake, Dr. Martin Luther went to be with Jesus in heaven. It was February 18, 1546.

We know that Luther had been in Eisleben (the town where he was born and also baptized)
from late January, along with his sons Martin and Paul, and a few other traveling companions.
They were there to hopefully settle a dispute between two counts, Albert and Gebhard. Besides
listening to the counts and their lawyers argue, Luther preached four times, helped distribute
the Lord’s Supper, and took part in ordaining two pastors. When preaching on February 14t
he cut his sermon short and concluded by saying, “Much more might be said on this Gospel, but
I am too weak. Let this be enough.”

That same day, Luther wrote Katie (Luther’s wife) an encouraging letter saying, “Grace and
peace in the Lord. We hope to come home this week if God so wills.” By February 17" the
counts had agreed to settle their differences and live peaceably in the future. That evening, after
supper, Luther excused himself and went to his room to rest. Martin and Paul went with their
father. Later, several others, including Dr. Justus Jonas, joined them. Suddenly Luther
complained of chest pain. The doctors were summoned who did what they could to provide
him some relief. He slept for about an hour but woke up with more pain. He was able to go
back to sleep but about two in the morning Luther suffered another attack and cried out, “O my
God, what great pain! | believe I'll stay in Eisleben, where | was born and baptized.”

Despite the pain, Luther got out of bed, walked into the next room and sat on the couch.
While his friends worked to comfort him, Luther continued to pray, much as he had been doing
since his first attack: “O my heavenly Father, one God, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Thou
God of all comfort, | thank Thee that Thou hast given for me Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, in whom
| believe, whom | have preached and confessed, loved and praised, whom the wicked pope and
all the godless shame, persecute, and make fun of. | pray Thee, dear Lord Jesus Christ, let me
commend my little soul to Thee. O heavenly Father, if | leave this body and depart, | am certain
that | will be with Thee forever and can never, never tear myself out of Thy hands.
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” Shortly thereafter, Luther had a third attack, much
worse than the first two. Sensing the end was near, Dr. Jonas stepped over to Luther and asked,
“Reverend Father, are you willing to die in the name of the Christ and the doctrine which you
have preached?” “Yes!” came the answer and Luther fell asleep in Jesus. A0 i Slf/\l

W

s




WORSHIP NOTES

The worship services are now solemn and penitential, we repent, we see violet paraments, no
flowers adorn the altar, we no longer hear or sing Alleluia, we are imposed with ashes during
this 40-day season of LENT. We are preparing “for the celebration of the Resurrection of Our
Lord on Easter Sunday.” (paraphrase from CPH booklet 2020 “A Simple Explanation of the Church Year”)

We gather to prepare:

Sunday, March 1* the Second Sunday in Lent and hear “God So Loved Nicodemus” in the
Sermon based on John 3:1-17.

Wednesday, March 4% is our second Mid-Week Lenten worship at 7:00 p.m. The
Sermonis  based on Psalm 38 and is titled, “Make Haste to Help Me”.

Sunday, March 8" the Sermon is based on a portion of the Gospel reading from John 4,
verses 13-15 and is titled, “God Accepts Sinful People”.

Wednesday. March 11® we gather at 7:00 p.m. to contemplate Psalm 51 in the Sermon
titted, “Against You and For Me”.

Sunday, March 15" we focus on “The Man Born Blind” in the Sermon with the text from John
9:1-41.

Wednesday, March 18th is the fourth Mid-Week Lenten Worship looking at Psalm 102.
The Sermon is titled, “But You, O Lord, Are Enthroned Forever”.

Sunday, March 22" the Sermon looks at John 11 and we learn “Dead Men Do Rise”.

Wednesday, March 25" js the fifth and final Mid-Week service and will focus on Psalm
143. The Sermon is “Teach Me to Do Your Will, for You Are My God”.

Sunday, March 29" is Palm Sunday- the beginning of Holy Week when we recount the
events of our Lord’s passion. As a fifth Sunday, we worship with a special liturgy—the
Service of Healing with Holy Communion. The Sermon is titled, “Blessed Is He, the Lord”
based on John 12:12-26.

In this special season we “Go to Dark Gethsamane” we are asked “Were you There?” ;
“...Survey the Woundrous Cross”; and “In the Cross of Christ | (we) Glory”. We pray:

“On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace, That life’s riches,
cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase; Let the clear inscription be: Jesus,
crucified for me, Is my life, my hope’s foundation, And my glory and salvation!” (LsB
422)

To His glory,
Karen Broach, Worship Committee



