St. Paul’s Epistle — January 2026

Come what may in calendar year 2026--

At my lowest:

God is my Hope
At my darkest:

God is my Light
At my weakest:

God is my Strength
At my saddest:

God is my Comforter

Let not your hearts be troubled.
Jesus



I thought of this hymn today—it definitely is one that helps in the

“long
haul,”

when the burdens and troubles of life just seem to go on and on.

Pastor

Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing, A cheerful trust maintain;
For God, the source of ev'rything, Your portion shall remain.

He is your treasure, He your joy, Your life and light and Lord,
Your counselor when doubts annoy, Your shield and great reward.

Why spend the day in blank despair, In restless thought the night?
On your Creator cast your care; He makes your burdens light.

Did not His love and truth and pow’r, Guard ev’ry childhood day?
And did He not in threat’ning hour, Turn dreaded ills away?

He only will with patience chide, His rod falls gently down;
And all your sins He casts aside, In ocean depths to drown.

His wisdom never plans in vain, Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain, A blessed ending makes.

Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, And trust His guiding love;

Then like a rock your peace shall stand, Here and in heav’n above.
Lutheran Service Book 737
Text by Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76

P.S. Other good hymns for troubling times are (just to name a few)
Just As | Am
Beautiful Savior
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Rock of Ages
I Know That My Redeemer Lives



WORSHIP NOTES

We are blessed with four Sunday’s in January 2026 to worship our Newborn King:

Sunday, January 4- is the Second Sunday after Christmas and we learn of “The F ather’s Business” in the
Sermon based on the Gospel reading from Luke 2:40-52.

Sunday, January 11+ we observe The Baptism of Our Lord and hear in Matthew 3:13-17 that “Jesus Is
Baptized”. We also have entered the Season of Epiphany and celebrate the coming of Christ, the Light of the
world. This season extends from J anuary 6 to Transfiguration Sunday. :

Sunday, January 18- is the Second Sunday in the Epiphany Season. The Sermon is titled, “Behold the Lamb
of God” with the text John 1:29.

Sunday, January 25+ we turn to Matthew 4:12-25 as the Gospel reading the Sermon text. The message is
“Repent!”

The people that in darkness sat A glorious light have seen; The light has shined on them who long
in shades of death have been....To us a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv’n. And on His
shoulder ever rests All pow’r in earth and heav’n...Lord Jesus, reign in us we pray, And make us
Thine alone, Who with the Father ever art And Holy Spirit, one. .s8 412 portion of verse 1,3 and 6)

Joy in His light,
Karen Broach, Worship Committee

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

EACH ONE REACH ONE

When members of a given congregation are asked how they were first introduced to the church and came to
know Jesus as their Savior, more than 90 percent will state that it was because of the direct involvement of family,
relatives, and friends. Relationships are important when it comes to sharing the precious, saving Gospel of Jesus
Christ that through the shedding of His blood on the cross, His death and resurrection, we are, as one hymn puts
it: “Redeemed, restored, forgiven through Jesus’ precious blood; Made heirs of our home in heaven—we praise
our pard’ning God.”

It takes time a get to know another person but it is time well spent when we know that life and death matters
are at stake. Jesus said, “No one comes to the F, ather except through me “(John 14:6). That means that access by
any other means--no matter how sincere the person may be about their beliefs--is blocked because J esus alone is
“the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6).

May the Holy Spirit empower and enable you to share your faith in Jesus when and where He desires you to
do so. And may you “continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of [your] Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be glory both now and Jorever! Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).



Congregational Officers for 2026

The following members are our new officers for 2026. Please keep
them in your prayers:

President - Robert Potts

Vice-President - Randy Peeters

Secretary - Pat Tavare

Treasurer - Sue Hullen

Financial Secretary - Devra Eisert and Wayne Helley

Elders - Gil McMillan, Mark Klein and Ted Smith

Board of Trustees Chair - Steve Broach

Board of Education Chair - Gloria Potts

Fellowship Committee Co-Chairs - Randy Peeters and Wayne Helley

Many thanks, fellow members

of St. Paul. | am thankful for
the opportunity to provide
musical support as necessary

To all at St.
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